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succumb to ordinary trials and vexations and think of
abandoning his post before rendering the service for which
his body came into existence.

Persons often approach Maharshi with the question
whether spirituality is consistent with an active domestic
or social life. He asks them : " Was Rama spiritually
advanced, and was he leading a house-holder's life ? "
-Raghavachar, the Supervisor, was coming to Maharshi off
and on ; and his wife and mother feared that he might
give up his social duties and become a recluse. They went
and told Maharshi of their fears. Maharshi consequently
admonished him about the dangers of becoming a recluse
without the severe training required for it. He has given
similar advice to numerous others also. Mah.arsh.rs own
example induces many to quit family life. Every year a
dozen or more persons run away from their homes and
go to Ramanasram in the hope that they may become
Ramanas themselves. These are mostly moved by a pass-
ing wind of disgust with social life (Vairagya). Their
ardour soon cools down by the warning and dissuasion
froirf the Asram ; and they go back sadder and wiser. A
few however are more resolute and withstand all dissua-
sion ; they prove eminent exemplars for those who wish
to begin a strenuous spiritual career with rigorous (tapa,?)
austerities in solitude or holy company. A few of these
who attached themselves to Maharshi may be appropriate-
ly described in this chapter, as their lives illustrate one
side of Maharshi's influence.

In 1917, Natananandar (then known as Nateaa
Mudaliar), an elementary school teacher, read with great
interest the teachings of Swami Vivekananda in respect